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Dear_Ya|haKa|ha_Famil�;

Ya|haka|ha_�av_born_from_a_vimple_�e|_end�ring_beliefP|ha|_v|oriev_ma||er;_no|_onl�_for_�ha|_|he�_va�;_b�|
for_ho�_|he�_allo�_�v_|o_ liv|en_|o_one_ano|her@_Each_edi|ion_of_ |hiv_ fev|i�al_ iv_an_e�|envion_of_ |ha|_belief;
carr�ing_for�ard_|he_con�erva|ionv_|ha|_begin_on_o�r_v|agev_and_con|in�e_far_be�ond_|hem@

In_a_�orld_vhaped_b�_conv|an|_mo�emen|;_noive;_and_di�ivion;_Ya|haka|ha_veekv_|o_crea|e_pa�ve@_I|_bringv
|oge|her_global_�oicev_and_allo�v_|hem_|o_find_revonance_in_local_con|e�|v;_reminding_�v_|ha|_no_v|or�_e�iv|v
in_ivola|ion@_The_pervonal_iv_ne�er_vepara|e_from_|he_poli|ical;_|he_local_ne�er_�n|o�ched_b�_|he_global;_and
|he_ac|_of_liv|ening_i|velf_iv_a_form_of_par|icipa|ion@

Wi|hin_|heve_pagev_are_v|oriev_vhaped_b�_con|e�|;_memor�;_and_placePglobal_in_|heir_reach;_�e|_gro�nded
in_li�ed_e�perience@_The�_in�i|e_reflec|ion_ra|her_|han_revol�|ion;_and_con�erva|ion_ra|her_|han_concl�vion@

I_ e�|end_ m�_ gra|i|�de_ |o_ e�er�one_ �ho_ con|rib�|ev_ |o_ and_ engagev_ �i|h_ Ya|haka|haP�i|h_ opennevv;
c�riovi|�;_and_care@_Ma�_|heve_pagev_enco�rage_�o�_|o_liv|en_more_deepl�;_q�ev|ion_more_gen|l�;_and_carr�
v|oriev_for�ard_�i|h_revponvibili|�_and_hope@_Yo�r_engagemen|_|ranvformed_Ya|haka|ha_in|o_�ha|_ i|_|r�l�
ivű_a_li�ing_dialog�e@

Thank_�o�_for_reading;_and_for_being_par|_of_|hiv_ongoing_dialog�e@
Wi|h_vincere_gra|i|�de;

FESTIVAL FOUNDER

CHARU SHARMA

YK_Diar�
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Komal Nahta

DR. Smita Dolas (Somane)

Mahesh Thakur

I think it is a phenomenal festival. I thoroughly enjoyed myself. Arfi
Lamba interviewed me and I know him since he stepped into this world.
The audience was very receptive and intelligent. So I enjoyed it.

YathaKatha Festival is really doing great. They are giving meaning to
short films and literature. Now a days everything used to get vanish with a
swipe but this platform is creating memories of art & culture & it is a
motivational moment for generations to preserve. YathaKatha is going to
create millstone in the the history of entertainment and literature
industry. Even the name is very appropriate. 

I am here because I love students. For YathaKatha i would like to say that
it is a very nice and inspiring way to approach to film industry and
literature industry because both go hand in hand ... one is the story and
one is the visual and sometimes the visual helps the story and sometimes
the story helps the visual and that’s proven so many times.

COMMENDATION

La Nolan
It is a great experience to be here... so many times I have been into
literature festivals but here i saw a lot of younger people taking interests
in the craft and they are enthusiastically enjoying the discussion. I would
be happy to come back again next year.

Yunus Bukhari

Interacting with students is always a blessing...because knowledge has
to be shared and also learned from them, so I am very happy to be part
of this festival. Every festival is not always about sharing but also
learning from other experiences. So it is a wonderful experience.

Indian Film Trade Analyst

PR Commissioner Mumbai

Actor & Author

Fiction Author Canada

Filmmaker, VFX - Virtual Productions & GenAi

YK Diary



COMMENDATION
Dr. Jayant Gandhi
I must compliment YathaKatha Festival and Charu Ji for bringing this
to UPG college. And students It will be very high in knowledge what
you are going to experience in next four days is a special program
which will motivate you and refine your story telling expertise... so
make most of it and connect with these national and international
icons. 

Rafeal Stempaski

My experience at YathaKatha is amazing... since this is a great
opportunity to interact with students and also they get to know us and
our work...so this is a perfect match. So i think it is a great collab.

Sunita Rajawar
This is YathaKatha Festival’s forth edition but I am attending it second
time and I must tell you the way they execute the entire fest, from
sessions, audience, awards and everything, it clearly shows that this is a
honest festival. Because I have seen in many festivals that they only
give awards to people who are present in the ceremony but here they
choose the best work and honor. This thing will take this festival to the
heights. I am very happy to be a part of this.

Aarfi Lamba

I always love interacting with students and when I was growing, lot of
people came and parted knowledge and helped me grow and I wanted
to do the same.

Ragini Khanna

I never consider myself worthy on speaking on something very
profound subjects especially such as literature and films  because these
are so vast and so huge and so profound that any amount of words for
short in explaining the vastness of this field. I grew up in a environment
of literature and films and I am glad to be here.

Trustee UPG College

Filmmaker & Actor - German & polish

Actor 

Actor & Producer

Actor
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COMMENDATION
Jitendra Dixit
I enjo�ed m� vevvion and evpeciall� |he kind of q�ev|ionv o�r a�dience
raived, �ere |r�l� �er� in|elligen| and in|erev|ing. Thove poin|v hav gi�en me
|he oppor|�ni|� |o vhare m� poin| of �o� on |he vame. Beca�ve I |hink a lo|
of ivv�ev �e canno| vpeak on vcreen b�| a pla|form like |hiv gi�ev �v |he
oppor|�ni|� |o |hink more deepl�. So i| �av a grea| momen| for me |o vhare
m� |ho�gh| �i|h |he people. We had a comple|e �nfil|ered divc�vvion. 

Alice Sun Cha

I am �er� happ� |o be here a| Ya|haKa|ha Fev|i�al... I me| vo man� ne�
friendv and �e ha�e poe|r� reading vevvion �hich �av �er� in|erev|ing and
�e had a divc�vvion on |he global �ri|ing c�l|�re and challengev. So i| �av
grea|.

Charul Malik

Splendid e�perience...i|v al�a�v grea| |o vhare v|age �i|h m� colleag�e
Ji|endra Di�i| and e�en I learned |oda� av �ell. Toda� �e vpoke abo�| ‘Tr�e
Crime S|oriev and fac|v’... vo �e divc�vved vo man� v�ch |opicv |oda� �hich
�e didn'| e�plored and |alked earlier like |hiv. I hope v|�den|v and
a�diencev m�v| ha�e alvo |aken vome|hing from o�r vevvion. Keep �p |he
grea| �ork.

Aayaz Khan

I �o�ld like |o va� |o all |he a�dience and v|�den|v preven| here... learn all
|he r�lev of v|or�|elling from |he grea| mindv �ho are going |o be here
d�ring fo�r da�v. I am o�er�helmed |o be here.

Poet, Travel Writer, Translator, Philippines 

Executive Editor NDTV & Author

Actor, Anchor & Former Executive Editor NDTV

Actor

Vibha Chibbar

I go| |he in|erev| in |hiv fev|i�al j�v| af|er hearing |he name onl�...av a child
�e ne�er go| |he e�pov�re |o all v�ch kind of e�en|v. So i �o�ld like |o |ell
all |he v|�den|v/a�dience preven| here... pleave make f�ll of |hiv
oppor|�ni|�, if �o� lo�e filmv if �o� lo�e v|or� |elling.

Actor

YK Diary



COMMENDATION

Bipassha Sarangii

The experience here is very nice and encouraging...and most importantly
this festival is for aspiring people and you should have more mix of audience
who can also challenge each other gender wise.

Rupa Jyotsna Shukla

I was not aware of this festival earlier, this is my first time coming here and I
am feeling really very positive... nice vibe. Lots of things happening here at
the same time... art, films, literature, usually other festivals do not discuss
other art forms but here i am seeing that other art features are also being
addressed and it is going so well. I am thankful for the invite. We discussed
about editing and other related features and it was an amazing session.

Meghna Pant

This is my first time at YathaKatha and I always feel like any festival or
platform where literature, storytellers and writers, brings us closer to our
readers always deserves a huge applause and in that case it is very well
executed and very well organized... i had a lovely time here. Thank you so
much for having me here.

Producer & Writer

Author, Screenwriter, Journalist & Speaker

Writer, Director, Editor, Sound Designer, Cinematographer

Ashish Mehta

YathaKatha Festival is a wonderful, informative as well as knowledgeable
platform...there were so many guests across the globe for various sessions,
masterclasses and panels and students are going to be benefited with that.
Apart from that UPG Film and Media Program has completed its 10 years in
2025 and associating with platforms like YathaKatha and others, students
are going to learn from the best of the Industry experts.

Author & Educationalist

Kiran Bhat

I have curated many literature panels at YathaKatha this year and i can say
one thing for sure that i have seen lot of passion, excitement and lot of
interest... it opens a door for learning and experimenting. I am grateful to
Charu for inviting me. I could share a lot of things from our work and this is
going be better in coming years, I am sure about this.

Author, Traveler & Polyglot

YK Diary



COMMENDATION

D. Anju Kapoor

I|v lo�el� |o vee vo man� mindv |oge|her deba|ing and vharing |heir ideav and
vharing |heir e�per|ive... �ha| be||er �a� |han vharing li|era|�re and v|or� |elling
|oge|her �nder one roof. 

Siddharth Jain

I|v al�a�v good |o be par| of Ya|haKa|ha... I am coming vince |he �er� firv|
edi|ion |ill no�. And |he bev| par| iv mi� ve| of vpeakerv and |opicv e�er� �ear
and vince �o� do i| in college, i| iv a good �a� |o |�rn and invpire v|�den|v and
mo|i�a|e |hem a bi|.

Sarah Louise Stratton

The concep| of |hiv fev|i�al iv �niq�e, firv| of all i| iv combining filmv and
li|era|�re vecondl� organi�ing i| in college among v|�den|v ... among �o�|h of
|oda� �ho are going |o be |he f�|�re of crea|i�e legac� of |hiv co�n|r�... I |hink
in f�|�re i| vho�ld be more n more in|erac|i�e �i|h a�diencev vo |ha| |he� vhare
|heir c�riovi|�.

Producer & Founder - The Story Ink

Principal UPG College

British Actor & Voice Artist

Manvendra Singh Gohil

I |hink �e vho�ld gi�e a big ro�nd of appla�ve |o Char� for |he effor|v �hich vhe
hav done for bringing |hiv fev|i�al. Av vaid Ya|haKa|ha iv a �er� appealing name
... an�one hearv |hiv, connec|v �i|h i|. Wivhing all |he bev| |o en|ire |eam for
man� more v�ch v�ccevvf�l edi|ionv of Ya|haKa|ha Fev|i�al

Crown Prince of Rajpipla & LGBTQ Activist

Pankaj Dubey

I lo�e |he e�perience here beca�ve i| iv �er� candid, informal and i vee a lo| of
�o�ng �ibe. The bev| par| abo�| Ya|haKa|ha iv |ha| �o� are a�a� from lo| of
formali|iev... �o� are no| �av|ing flo�erv and fr�i|v for |ha| and grea| a�dience
�i|h q�i|e grea| q�ev|ionv... q�i|e �ibran| a�dience. So I am lo�ing i|.

Novelist

YK Diary
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A Grand Beginning
The_opening_ceremon�_of_Ya|haka|ha_ In|erna|ional_Film_and_Li|era|�re_Fev|i�al_ƈ_Edi|ion_Ŧ_�nfolded
like_ a_ q�ie|_ in�oca|ionPmeav�red;_ in|en|ional;_ and_ deepl�_ ali�e@_ I|_ ve|_ |he_ |one_ for_ da�v_ |o_ follo�;
�here_cinema_me|_|he_�ri||en_�ord_no|_in_vpec|acle;_b�|_in_vhared_liv|ening@_Wi|h_�oicev_from_acrovv
geographiev_ and_ v|oriev_ roo|ed_ in_ li�ed_ reali|iev;_ |he_ opening_momen|_ reminded_�v_�h�_Ya|haka|ha
e�iv|vű_|o_ga|her;_|o_pa�ve;_and_|o_le|_global_�oicev_find_|heir_local_echoev@

The_opening_ ceremon�_�av_ chaired_b�_Dr. Jayant Gandhi, Mahesh Thakur, Ragini Khanna, Vibha
Chibber, Manvendra Singh Gohil, Ayaz Khan, Dr. Anju Kapoor, Ashish Mehta, Charu Sharma and
man�_more_na|ional_and_in|erna|ional_g�ev|v_and_par|icipan|v_and_UPG_v|aff_and_v|�den|v@

YK Diary



The Poster Launch
The pov|er la�nch of Ya|haKa|ha Film and Li|era|�re Fev|i�al – Edi|ion Ŧ �nfolded av a q�ie| �e|
po�erf�l |hrevhold in|o |he fev|i�al’v vpiri|, �here devign became an e�|envion of |ho�gh| ra|her |han
decora|ion. Anchored in |he fourth edition’s theme, Local vs Global Voices, |he pov|er reflec|ed
Ya|haKa|ha’v core e|hov—meav�red, reflec|i�e, and roo|ed in dialog�e—in�i|ing �ie�erv |o pa�ve
ra|her |han conv�me a| vpeed. More |han an anno�ncemen|, |he �iv�al ac|ed av a narra|i�e in i|velf,
holding |he |envion and harmon� be|�een div|an| �orldv and li�ed, local reali|iev |hro�gh rev|rained
imager� and in|en|ional v�mbolivm. Av i| �av re�ealed, |he momen| fel| levv like a la�nch and more
like an opening—vignaling a fev|i�al |ha| liv|env deepl�, �al�ev procevv o�er vpec|acle, and belie�ev in
v|or�|elling av an ac| of prevence.

YK Diary



STORYTELLING FOR GOOD: HOW REAL STORIES INSPIRE ...

The_festival_opened_on_November_6;_2025;_with_a_special_panel_titled_CStorytelling_for_Good:_How_Real
Stories_Inspire_Q_Experiences_from_The_Free_Press_Journal]s_Angels_of_Mumbai_ProjectC@_

The_discussion_featured_prominent_changemakers;_including:_Dr@_Chinuu_Kwatra;_Founder_of_Khushiyaan
Foundation;_and_Rohit_Kumar;_CEO_of_Apni_Shala_Foundation@_The_session_was_moderated_by_Kavitha
Iyer;_Consulting_Editor_at_The_Free_Press_Journal@_

The_panel_focused_on_how_authentic_storytelling_of_realRlife_acts_of_compassion_and_courage_can_spark
social_movements_and_shift_public_mindsets@_The_festival_featured_a_dedicated_segment_for_FPJDs_CAngels_of
MumbaiC_initiative;_which_highlights_the_cityDs_unsung_heroes@_The_2025_theme;_CLocal_Vs_Global;C_focused
on_how_local_stories_can_have_a_global_impact;_which_aligned_with_the_CAngels_of_MumbaiC_mission_of
celebrating_local_unsung_heroes@

YK Diary



The_ panel_ divc�vvion_ |i|led_ Rising Mumbai
Voices, and What They Yearn For_ a|
Ya|haka|ha_ Fev|i�al_ bro�gh|_ |oge|her_ fo�r
div|inc|i�e_ �oicevPAnisha Lalvani, Amrita
Mahale, Kiran Bhat, and PrakrutiPeach
engaging_ �i|h_ |he_ ci|�_ |hro�gh_ a_ deepl�
pervonal_and_ar|iv|ic_lenv@_

Dra�ing_ from_ li|era|�re;_ cinema;_ and
independen|_ c�l|�ral_ prac|ice;_ |he_ paneliv|v
reflec|ed_ on_ ho�_ M�mbai_ vhapev_ |heir
crea|i�e_ imp�lvev_ and;_ in_ |�rn;_ �ha|_ |heir
�ork_veekv_from_|he_ci|�ű_vpace;_digni|�;_|ime;
and_|he_freedom_|o_imagine_be�ond_v�r�i�al@_

Their_con�erva|ionv_re�ealed_a_vhared_longing
|o_ |ell_ v|oriev_ |ha|_ reviv|_ vimplifica|ion;
foregro�nding_ n�ance;_ in|imac�;_ and_ |he
emo|ional_�nderc�rren|v_of_�rban_life@

Av_ |he_ dialog�e_ �nfolded;_ |he_ panel
became_ levv_abo�|_ indi�id�al_ jo�rne�v_and
more_ abo�|_ collec|i�e_ �earning_ accevv_ |o
pla|formv;_v�v|ainable_crea|i�e_ecov�v|emv;
and_ narra|i�ev_ |ha|_ hono�r_ li�ed
comple�i|�@_

The_ paneliv|v_ vpoke_ candidl�_ abo�|
nego|ia|ing_ �ivibili|�_ in_ a_ cro�ded_ c�l|�ral
landvcape;_ balancing_ local_ |r�|hv_ �i|h
global_ a�diencev;_ and_ remaining_ roo|ed
�hile_e�ol�ing@_

Toge|her;_ all_ |he_ paneliv|v_ ar|ic�la|ed_ a
q�ie|_ �e|_ po�erf�l_ inviv|enceű_ |ha|
M�mbaiƔv_ riving_ �oicev_ are_ no|_ onl�
emerging_b�|_alvo_avking_�rgen|_q�ev|ionv
of_ |he_ ci|�_ and_ of_ |hove_ �ho_ choove_ |o
liv|en@

RISING MUMBAI VOICES  & WHAT THEY YEARN FOR
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The session Acting in the New Era of OTT and
Verticals, led by actors Abhijit Lahiri and Som
Chattopadhyay, offered a grounded and
insightful look into how performance is evolving
alongside rapidly shifting screen formats. 

Drawing from their experience across theatre,
film, and digital platforms, the speakers
reflected on how OTT spaces demand a
heightened intimacy—where the camera
observes breath, pause, and restraint—while
vertical formats challenge actors to re-imagine
scale, framing, and emotional immediacy. 

The conversation highlighted how acting today
is no longer about adapting to one medium, but
about remaining fluid across many, without
losing craft or authenticity.

In the second half of the discussion, Som
Chattopadhyay and Abhijit Lahiri spoke about
discipline, vulnerability, and the actor’s
responsibility in an attention-driven digital
ecosystem. 

They addressed the pressures of speed,
algorithmic visibility, and shrinking rehearsal
spaces, while reaffirming the enduring relevance
of training and inner preparation. 

Rather than viewing OTT and vertical storytelling
as limitations, the actors framed them as
opportunities to rediscover subtlety and
presence. The session ultimately positioned the
new era not as a break from tradition, but as an
expansion—where strong fundamentals allow
actors to inhabit emerging formats with
confidence and depth.

ACTING IN THE NEW ERA OF OTT AND VERTICALS

YK Diary



The_master_class_Virtual_Production:_The_New_Frontier_of_Filmmaking;_led_by_Mr@_Yunus_Bukhari_at
Yathakatha_Festival;_ offered_a_ compelling_ introduction_ to_one_of_ cinema]s_most_ transformative_ shifts@
Blending_ technology_ with_ storytelling;_ Yunus_ unpacked_ how_ virtual_ production_ is_ reshaping_ the_ way
filmmakers_imagine;_plan;_and_execute_their_worldsPlong_before_a_camera_begins_to_roll@_Through_realR
world_examples_and_practical_insights;_the_session_demystified_tools_such_as_realRtime_environments;_LED
volumes;_ and_ preRvisualization;_ positioning_ them_ not_ as_ futuristic_ luxuries_ but_ as_ accessible;_ evolving
resources_for_contemporary_creators@

Beyond_ the_ technical_ framework;_ the_ master_ class_ emphasized_ intention_ and_ authorship_ in_ an
increasingly_ techRdriven_ landscape@_Yunus_Bukhari_ spoke_ about_ how_ virtual_ production_ can_ empower
independent_ filmmakers_ by_ reducing_ logistical_ constraints_ while_ expanding_ creative_ control@_ The
discussion_returned_repeatedly_ to_a_central_ idea:_ technology_must_serve_story;_not_overshadow_ it@_For
participants;_the_session_became_less_about_learning_new_software_and_more_about_rethinking_cinematic
languagePwhere_imagination;_collaboration;_and_ethical_use_of_tools_define_the_future_of_filmmaking@

VIRTUAL PRODUCTION: THE NEW FRONTIER OF
FILMMAKING 



Panel discussion The_ Art_ of_ Film_ Editing:_ Crafting
Rhythm_ �_ Emotion;_ brought together editors and
experts like Sushant_ Kamble;_ Rupa_ Jyotsna_ Shukla;
Rajeev_ Thakre;_ and_ Rakesh_ Bhoir for a nuanced
exploration of the invisible craft that shapes cinematic
meaning. The panelists spoke about editing as a
language of timing and instinct—where rhythm is not
merely technical precision but an emotional pulse that
guides the audience’s inner response. Drawing from their
diverse professional experiences, they reflected on how
silence, cuts, and continuity work together to create
coherence, tension, and feeling.

As the conversation deepened, the editors discussed
adapting to new technologies while remaining anchored
in storytelling fundamentals, emphasizing trust between
director and editor as central to the process. 

Curated thoughtfully by Arena_ Animation, the session
highlighted editing as both a disciplined craft and an
intuitive art—one that often goes unnoticed, yet
determines how a story breathes, moves, and ultimately
stays with its audience.

THE ART OF FILM 
EDITING: CRAFTING 
RHYTHM & EMOTION
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The panel Headspace_ �_ Heartlines:_ Where
Psychology_ Meets_ Fiction;_ led_ by_ Dr@_ Anju
Kapoor, opened a reflec|i�e vpace �here
inner �orldv and narra|i�e imagina|ion me|
�i|h rare clari|�. 

Dr. Kapoor e�plored ho� pv�chological |r�|hv
vhape compelling fic|ion, g�iding par|icipan|v
|hro�gh |he emo|ional archi|ec|�rev |ha|
define charac|er, conflic|, and |ranvforma|ion. 

Dra�ing from her d�al engagemen| �i|h
pv�cholog� and v|or�|elling, Dr. Kapoor
e�plored ho� pv�chological |r�|hv vhape
compelling fic|ion, of|en reading and referring
|o velec| vnippe|v from her book Seven
Personas_ of_ Eve |o ill�v|ra|e ho� la�ered
iden|i|iev, inner conflic|, and emo|ional
memor� can be |ranvla|ed in|o narra|i�e form.

Dr. Anj� Kapoor vpoke abo�| e|hical
v|or�|elling, emo|ional revponvibili|�, and
|he care req�ired �hen |ranvla|ing
pv�chological e�periencev in|o narra|i�e
form. 

The vevvion revona|ed av a reminder |ha|
|he mov| end�ring v|oriev are no| dri�en
volel� b� plo|, b�| b� an honev|
engagemen| �i|h |he mind and hear|,
�here healing, imagina|ion, and |r�|h
q�ie|l� in|ervec|.

Dr. Anj� Kapoor in�i|ed |he a�dience |o vee
fic|ion av bo|h a mirror and a me|hod—one
|ha| allo�v �ri|erv |o approach |he h�man
pv�che �i|h care ra|her |han
venva|ionalivm.

HEADSPACE AND
HEARTLINES: WHERE
PSYCHOLOGY MEETS

FICTION
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The discussion Bollywood_ VS_ The_ World:
Different_ Stories;_ Same_ Emotions;_ featuring
filmmaker_Rafael_ Stemplewski;_ actress_ Sarah
Stratton;_ and_ filmmaker_ Raj_ Amit_ Kumar;
unfolded as a cross-cultural conversation on
storytelling beyond borders at the Yathakatha
Festival. 

The panelists reflected on how cinema across
geographies may differ in form, scale, and
industry structures, yet remains anchored in
universal emotional truths. 

Drawing from their international and Indian
filmmaking experiences, they discussed how
love, loss, ambition, and moral conflict
resonate regardless of language or cultural
context.

BOLLYWOOD VS THE WORLD:
DIFFERENT STORIES, SAME
EMOTIONS

As the discussion progressed, the panel
examined contrasts between Bollywood’s
spectacle-driven traditions and global
independent cinema’s emphasis on restraint
and realism—without positioning either as
superior. 

Rafael Stemplewski and Sarah Stratton spoke
about navigating cultural translation as artists
working across countries, while Raj Amit Kumar
offered insights into maintaining authenticity
while engaging global audiences. 

Together, the speakers emphasized that while
stories may wear different cultural skins,
emotions remain a shared human currency,
making cinema a powerful bridge between
worlds.
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From_ Literary_ to_ Bollywood:_ How_ Writers_ Adapt_ Themselves_ from_ Story_ to_ the_ Screen;_ featuring
Siddhant_Shekhar_R_author;_Meghna_Pant_R_author_�_screenwriter;_and_Pankaj_Dubey_R_novelist; offered
an insightful look into the complex journey of translating the written word into cinematic language. 

The panelists spoke about the fundamental shifts writers must make when moving from the solitude of the
page to the collaborative, time-bound world of film. Discussions centered on structure, visual thinking,
dialogue economy, and the difficult art of letting go—of internal monologues, literary flourishes, and
narrative control—in service of the screen.

The speakers highlighted adaptation not as dilution, but as translation—where writers learn to honour their
literary instincts while embracing cinema’s demands, ensuring that stories evolve without losing their soul.

FROM LITERARY TO BOLLYWOOD - HOW WRITERS 
ADAPT THEMSELVES FROM STORY TO THE SCREEN
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Each poet offered work that
moved fluidly between the
personal and the political,
drawing the audience into
moments of tenderness,
irony, memory, and
resistance. 

The poetry reading session
Snap Your Fingers brought
together Sonali Rasal, Akhil
Katyal, and Gayatri Lakhaini
for an event that celebrated
voices, rhythm, and collective
listening.

Together, the readings
affirmed poetry as an

immediate, embodied art
form, one that thrives in

presence, vulnerability, & the
simple act of listening together

—poems that invited snaps,
silences & turning the space

into a living, responsive
chorus.

SNAP YOUR FINGERS: 
A POETRY READING SESSION

YK Diary
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The panel The Future of Independent Filmmaking
in the Age of Streaming, featuring Sidharth M. Jain
and Bipassha Sarangii, offered a timely and incisive
look at how digital platforms are reshaping the
independent cinema landscape. 

The discussion traced the opportunities streaming
has created wider reach, diverse audiences, and new
storytelling formats while also addressing the shifting
power dynamics between creators and platforms. 

As the conversation deepened, guests spoke candidly
about challenges facing independent filmmakers,
including algorithm-driven visibility, market
pressures, and the risk of homogenized content. 

The session ultimately positioned the streaming age
not as a threat, but as a complex terrain—one where
independent cinema must adapt thoughtfully to
survive and flourish.

THE FUTURE OF INDEPENDENT FILM MAKING 
IN THE AGE OF STREAMING
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A| Ya|haka|ha Fev|i�al – Edi|ion f, |he vevvion
ZBetween_ Chaos_ and_ Connection:_ A_ City;_ Its
People;_ and_ the_ Complicated_ Ties_ That_ Bound
Them[ �nfolded av a compelling con�erva|ion �i|h
Professor_Mayur_Sarfare_and_Ashish_Mehta. 

Dra�ing from li|era|�re, academic inq�ir�, and li�ed
�rban e�perience, Sarfare reflec|ed on |he ci|� av a
vpace of parado�—vim�l|aneo�vl� n�r|�ring and
o�er�helming—�here anon�mi|� e�iv|v alongvide
deep, of|en �nvpoken bondv. 

The con�erva|ion mo�ed veamlevvl� |hro�gh |hemev
of belonging, aliena|ion, and revilience, highligh|ing
|he fragile �e| end�ring connec|ionv |ha| v�v|ain life
amid �rban chaov. 

The e�change enco�raged a�diencev |o reconvider
|heir rela|ionvhip �i|h |he ci|�—no| merel� av
inhabi|an|v, b�| av ac|i�e par|icipan|v in vhaping
incl�vi�e and revponvi�e �rban comm�ni|iev—
making |he vevvion a |ho�gh|f�l and impac|f�l
con|rib�|ion. 

BETWEEN
CHAOS AND 
CONNECTION
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The vevvion A_Global_Writer]s_Roundtable:
Literary_ Future_ Around_ the_ World
brought_together_La_Nolan_NCanadaO;_Alice
Sun_ Cua_ NPhilippinesO;_ and_ Kiran_ Bhat
NIndoRAmerican_ authorO for a richl�
la�ered con�erva|ion on �ri|ing acrovv
c�l|�rev and borderv. 

The a�|horv reflec|ed on ho� place,
migra|ion, lang�age, and border vhape
con|emporar� li|erar� �oicev, �hile alvo
convidering |he vhared �ncer|ain|iev
�ri|erv face �orld�ide—vhrinking
a||en|ion vpanv, changing p�blivhing
modelv, and e�ol�ing reader e�pec|a|ionv. 

Devpi|e |heir differen| geographiev, |he
divc�vvion re�ealed v|riking common
gro�nd in ho� v|oriev con|in�e |o emerge
from li�ed e�perience and c�l|�ral
memor�.

Av |he ro�nd |able progrevved, |he foc�v vhif|ed
|o |he f�|�re of li|era|�re in a globali�ed �e|
frac|�red �orld. The paneliv|v vpoke abo�| |he
revponvibili|� of �ri|erv |o reviv| vimplifica|ion,
prever�e n�ance, and remain a||en|i�e |o local
|r�|hv e�en �hile addrevving global a�diencev. 

The vevvion revona|ed av a q�ie| affirma|ion of
li|era|�re av a bridge—one |ha| carriev v|oriev
acrovv borderv �i|ho�| eraving �here |he� come
from.

GLOBAL WRITER’S 
ROUNDTABLE: LITERARY 

FUTURE AROUND THE WORLD
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The vevvion Culture of Silence, led by Shabnam
Samuel with reference to her book ‘A Fractured
Life’, �nfolded av a deepl� mo�ing e�plora|ion of
�nvpoken hiv|oriev and emo|ional inheri|ance.
Dra�ing from her �ri|ing, She reflec|ed on 
ho� vilence �i|hin familiev, comm�ni|iev, &
vocie|iev vhapev iden|i|�, memor�, and |ra�ma.

E�cerp|v and reflec|ionv from Frac|�red Life
anchored |he divc�vvion, re�ealing ho� �ha|
remainv �nvaid of|en carriev av m�ch �eigh| av
�ha| iv openl� e�prevved.

CULTURE 
OF 

SILENCE

Av |he con�erva|ion deepened, |he vevvion
e�amined |he cov|v of vilence and |he co�rage
req�ired |o break i| |hro�gh v|or�|elling. Shabnam
Sam�el vpoke abo�| �ri|ing av an ac| of �i|nevving,
�here pervonal narra|i�ev in|ervec| �i|h larger
vocial reali|iev. 

The divc�vvion revona|ed �i|h |he a�dience av a
reminder |ha| li|era|�re can gi�e lang�age |o
v�pprevved e�periencev, |ranvforming vilence in|o
reflec|ion, reviv|ance, and, �l|ima|el�,
�nderv|anding.
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The vevvion What_ Makes_ a_ Story_ Work:_ New
Age;_ New_ Narratives;_ led_ by_ Ashish_ Mehta,
offered a |ho�gh|f�l e�amina|ion of v|or�|elling in
a rapidl� vhif|ing c�l|�ral and digi|al landvcape.
Avhivh vpoke abo�| ho� con|emporar� narra|i�ev
are being vhaped b� changing a�dience
venvibili|iev, pla|form-dri�en forma|v, and |he
collapve of rigid genre bo�ndariev. 

Ra|her |han foc�ving volel� on no�el|�, he
emphavi�ed clari|� of in|en|, emo|ional honev|�,
and v|rong narra|i�e vpine av |he end�ring
elemen|v |ha| allo� v|oriev |o revona|e,
regardlevv of medi�m.

Av |he divc�vvion progrevved, Avhivh Meh|a
�npacked ho� ne�-age v|or�|elling demandv bo|h
adap|abili|� and rev|rain|—from nonlinear
v|r�c|�rev |o morall� comple� charac|erv and
open-ended concl�vionv. He enco�raged crea|orv
|o remain a||en|i�e |o li�ed reali|iev �hile
e�perimen|ing �i|h form, reminding |he a�dience
|ha| inno�a|ion m�v| be roo|ed in |r�|h. 

The vevvion concl�ded av a q�ie| call |o
v|or�|ellerv |o |r�v| dep|h o�er vpec|acle,
v�ggev|ing |ha| �ha| |r�l� makev a v|or� �ork hav
levv |o do �i|h |rendv, and more |o do �i|h
a�|hen|ici|� and craf|.

WHAT MAKES A STORY WORK: NEW AGE, 
NEW NARRATIVES
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A| |he Ya|haKa|ha Film & Li|era|�re Fev|i�al
ŤŢŤŧ, |he panel Critics Vs Creators – How
Reviews Shape a Film’s Life featuring trade
analyst Komal Nahta & actor/producer
Aarfi Lamba bro�gh| in|o vharp foc�v |he
d�namic and vome|imev con|en|io�v
rela|ionvhip be|�een film cri|icivm and |he
crea|i�e procevv. 

The divc�vvion e�amined ho� re�ie�v from
profevvional cri|icv |o online �oicev can
infl�ence a film’v c�l|�ral foo|prin|, a�dience
e�pec|a|ionv, and commercial |rajec|or�.
Paneliv|v e�plored |he po�er of cri|iq�e no|
j�v| av feedback b�| av a force |ha| can
ele�a|e meaningf�l cinema, challenge
filmmakerv |o re|hink |heir choicev, and
vome|imev vhape p�blic divco�rve aro�nd
v|or�|elling q�ali|� and in|en|.

Nah|a & Lamba alvo �npacked |he 
|envionv |ha| arive �hen crea|orv 
percei�e cri|icivm av ad�ervarial ra|her 
|han conv|r�c|i�e, deba|ing �he|her re�ie�erv
ver�e av collabora|orv in |he ar|iv|ic ecov�v|em
or av ga|ekeeperv of |av|e. 

Their con�erva|ion reflec|ed broader fev|i�al
|hemev abo�| |he in|erpla� of ar| and
in|erpre|a|ion, highligh|ing ho� dialog�ev
be|�een cri|icv and crea|orv can �l|ima|el�
enrich |he cinema|ic e�perience and enco�rage
grea|er engagemen| �i|h bo|h mainv|ream and
independen| filmv.

CRITICS VS CREATORS – HOW
REVIEWS SHAPE A FILM’S LIFE
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Panel “The Ethics of True Crime and Real-Life
Storytelling” featuring Jitendra Dixit and Charul
Malik at the YathaKatha Film & Literature Festival 
brought together voices deeply engaged with
narrative practice to explore the responsibilities
inherent in depicting real-world events, especially
within the burgeoning genre of true crime and
narrative non-fiction. 

Jitendra Dixit and Charul Malik discussed how
storytellers must balance compelling narrative with
respect for facts, ethical treatment of subjects, and
sensitivity toward audiences and those directly
affected by the events being recounted. 

They reflected on the ways in which true-life
storytelling can illuminate broader social truths
without sensationalising trauma or exploiting
personal suffering.

Against the backdrop of a festival dedicated to
celebrating diverse storytelling across cinema
and literature, the panel highlighted emerging
concerns about consent, accuracy, and the
potential impact of true-crime narratives on
public perception and individual dignity. 

By unpacking ethical frameworks and real-
world examples, Dixit and Malik encouraged
attendees—writers, filmmakers, and
enthusiasts—to approach real-life storytelling
with both creative rigor and moral
responsibility, ensuring that powerful stories
are told with care rather than mere shock
value. 

THE ETHICS OF TRUE CRIME
AND REAL- LIFE
STORYTELLING

YK Diary



ENDING 
ON A HIGH

NOTE

At the grand finale of the festival’s fourth edition,
the event celebrated creative excellence across
cinema, literature, storytelling and cross-cultural
arts, bringing together filmmakers, authors, artists,
and audiences from India and around the world. 

The ceremony was chaired by Dr. Smita Somane,
PR Commissioner of Mumbai, alongside
Bollywood actress Sunita Rajawar, who delivered
remarks highlighting the festival’s role in giving
voice to emerging talent and unheard stories, and
fostering a vibrant community of storytellers.

Special mentions were made for the festival’s
commitment to socially relevant storytelling,
regional voices, and first-time creators, reinforcing
YathaKatha’s identity as a platform for meaningful,
inclusive narratives. 

The awards night recognised outstanding works in
multiple categories, underscoring the festival’s
commitment to celebrating diverse storytelling
across formats, genres, and borders. Cultural
performances and heartfelt speeches added
emotional resonance to the evening.
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अनहद (ANHAD) 
a musical presentation by Vaishnavi Sharma

Anhad, a m�vical and poe|ic preven|a|ion b�
Vashinavi Sharma a| |he Ya|haKa|ha Fev|i�al
ŤŢŤŧ, emerged av a deepl� immervi�e and
con|empla|i�e e�perience. Roo|ed in melod� and
emo|ion, |he performance e�plored |hemev of
inner revonance, vilence, and vpiri|�al
connec|ion, dra�ing |he a�dience in|o a vpace
be�ond �ordv.

The poemv reflec|ed a con|empla|i�e
engagemen| �i|h Ram av bo|h a vpiri|�al and
c�l|�ral ideal, offering in|erpre|a|ionv |ha| fel|
reflec|i�e ra|her |han didac|ic. Deli�ered �i|h
q�ie| grace, |he reci|a|ion allo�ed |he a�dience
|o connec| �i|h |he philovophical dep|h of |he
�ervev. 

Vavhina�i’v n�anced �ocal e�prevvion and
|ho�gh|f�l compovi|ion �o�e an a|movphere bo|h
in|ima|e and e�panvi�e, perfec|l� reflec|ing |he
fev|i�al’v celebra|ion of meaningf�l v|or�|elling
acrovv ar| formv. Thiv vegmen| inf�ved |he
performance �i|h a q�ie| prof�ndi|�, �here
vpoken �ord in|er|�ined in a |apev|r� of |radi|ion
and re�erence. 

Thro�gh poe|r� in�oking |he �ir|�ev and grace of
Ram, |he reci|al became more |han an homage—
i| �av a bridge acrovv genera|ionv, a li�ing
celebra|ion of |radi|ion and reflec|ion. Vashinavi
Sharma’s Anhad celebra|ed Ram |hro�gh a
harmonio�v blend of m�vic and poe|r�, a li�ing
|ev|amen| |o |radi|ion and v|or�|elling.
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GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

RAJBHASHA HINDI SAMMAN

BRANDING PARTNER

CO-PARTNER

OUTREACH PARTNER

SPECIAL HONOUR

Honour for ‘Rajbhasha’ Hindi Samman was
proudly presented to NTPC Auraiya, Uttar
Pradesh. Mr. Manoj Anand, Director NTPC
Auraiya received the honour. We are grateful for
their support.

Honour for branding partner was proudly
presented to Union Bank of India, Mumbai.
We are grateful for their support and special
thanks to Mr. Vivekanand for all the
cordination and help.

Honour for co-partner was proudly presented
to Usha Pravin Gandhi College of Arts,
Science & Commerce, Vile Parle Mumbai.
Mr. Ashish Mehta and team received the
honour. We are thankful for their support.

Honour for outreach partner was proudly
presented to The Free Press Journal, Mumbai.
We are thankful for their support and
association.

A special honour was proudly presented to Mr.
Rajni Acharya who is a Filmmaker, Lifeographer
and Documentarian. Rajni ji is a senior filmmaker
and mentor to us. We are thankful for his
support and help.
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AWARD-WINNING CINEMA
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AWARD-WINNING LITERARY MASTERPIECES
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MEDIA MOMENTS FROM THE EVENT
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HARRIS FREEDMAN KAMAL SWAROOP RAHUL RAWAIL DR. PIYUSH ROY

BRAHMANAND SIINGH SIDHARTH JAIN ANJALI BHUSHAN RADHAVALLABH TRIPATHI

MANVENDRA SINGH GOHIL AABID SURTI SANJAY MASOOM SELINA SHETH

KIRAN BHAT RAJNI ACHARYA ASHRAF SHISHIR SANA NOROUZBEIGI

YATHAKATHA FAMILY
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AMIT K SHUKLA DR. MOHAN DAS MAMTA MANDAL VIDDHI SHUKLA

LALITHA RAVINDRAN MAHESH RAIRIKAR ASHOK PURANG ANIL SINGH

YATHAKATHA FAMILY
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Echoes from
Past Editions

From 
YathaKatha Archive

Journey back through the remarkable moments, inspiring stories, and
unforgettable achievements of our previous editions, where every
milestone and memory continues to resonate and shape the path
ahead.
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APPRECIATION LETTERS

The Yathakatha Festival received a letter of appreciation from Shri Bhagat Singh Koshyari, former
Governor of Maharashtra, recognizing the festival as a meaningful and impactful cultural initiative. The
message commended Yathakatha for its vision of fostering dialogue through storytelling, and the performing
arts, and for creating a vibrant platform that brings together diverse voices and traditions. The Governor
appreciated the festival’s role in nurturing creativity, promoting cultural understanding, and engaging
audiences with thought-provoking narratives, calling it a commendable effort that enriches the cultural
landscape.

The festival was also appreciated by the Mohammad Reza Fazal, Director, Culture House of Iran, Mumbai,
who lauded Yathakatha as a great initiative and a resounding success. The note highlighted the festival’s
contribution to cross-cultural exchange and artistic collaboration, emphasizing how such platforms
strengthen bonds between cultures through shared stories and creative expression. The Director
acknowledged the dedication and vision of the Yathakatha team in curating a festival of high artistic merit,
and expressed appreciation for its role in celebrating cultural diversity and fostering mutual respect through
the arts.

YK Diary



YathaKatha International Film & Literature Festival – Edition One (2021) marked |he deb�| of a �niq�e
c�l|�ral ini|ia|i�e |ha| bro�gh| cinema and li|era|�re on|o a vingle v|age. Held from 25 to 28 November 2021
in Mumbai, |he fev|i�al celebra|ed |he �ivion of v|or�|elling in all i|v formv. The firv| edi|ion fea|�red film
vcreeningv, book la�nchev, panel divc�vvionv, �orkvhopv, book fair and in|erac|i�e vevvionv |ha| e�plored
|he deep rela|ionvhip be|�een �ri||en narra|i�ev and �iv�al v|or�|elling.

The fev|i�al �av chaired b� |he Honorable former Governor of Maharashtra Shri Bhagat Singh Koshyari
and Sir Francis Paradis (Consul & Director, Quebec) among o|her prev|igio�v digni|ariev. Fev|i�al honored
Sir Ruskin Bond, Late Shri Manoj Kumar, Radha Vallabh Tripathi and man� o|herv for |heir e�cl�vi�e
con|rib�|ion in |he field of cinema and li|era|�re. Av i|v ina�g�ral edi|ion, Ya|haKa|ha Fev|i�al dbdc ve| |he
fo�nda|ion for a fev|i�al dedica|ed |o lang�age, |radi|ion, and |he e�ol�ing ar| of v|or�|elling, ev|ablivhing
i|velf av a meaningf�l mee|ing poin| for li|era|�re and film in par|ic�lar. Fev|i�al vho�caved filmv and li|erar�
�orkv from India and acrovv |he �orld, crea|ing vpace for dialog�e be|�een filmmakerv, �ri|erv, vcholarv,
and a�diencev. 

YATHAKATHA FESTIVAL EDITION - 1
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MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS - 2021
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The second edition of the YathaKatha International Film & Literature Festival was held from 2 to 5
November 2023 at L.S. Raheja College of Arts & Commerce in Mumbai, continuing the festival’s vision of
celebrating the synergy between cinema and literature. Over four days, the event featured a packed
schedule of panel discussions, workshops, masterclasses, and interactive sessions covering topics such as
filmmaking, content writing, publishing, VFX and animation, AI, podcasting, language, and storytelling for
screen and page — drawing rich participation from creative professionals and audiences alike.

Prominent personalities at the festival included Dr. Smita Dolas Somane (IRS Commissioner, Mumbai),
actor Sharad Malhotra, celebrity choreographer Sandip Soparrkar, acclaimed singers Rekha Bharadwaj
and Anup Jalota, Dr. Piyush Roy, Siddharth Jain, Rahil Nadiadwala, Atul Tiwari and others, who engaged
on panels exploring the future of Indian music, cinematic history, media, gender perspectives, and the
importance of language in creative expression. Among the special honours were recognitions presented to
bodybuilder Karuna Waghmare, Rahul B Seth, Dr. Piyush Roy, Nikhlesh Mathur, Nandita Chakraborthy
(Australia), Moselia R Jamir (Nagaland) and actor Sharad Malhotra.

YATHAKATHA FESTIVAL EDITION - 2
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MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS - 2023
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YATHAKATHA FESTIVAL EDITION - 3

The third edition of the YathaKatha International Film & Literature Festival took place from 28 November
to 1 December 2024 in Mumbai, Maharashtra, India, once again bringing together global voices in cinema
and literature under the theme “Knowledge Network”. The four-day celebration showcased a diverse lineup
of international films and literary sessions, with Iran featured as the Country Showcase Partner, highlighting
Iranian cinema and fostering cultural exchange. 

Among the notable attendees were Mr. Dhiraj Kumar (Indian actor, director, producer, and writer) and
Mohammad Reza Fazel, Director of the Iran Culture House in Mumbai, who spoke on the importance of
cross-cultural storytelling. The festival also welcomed the Consul General of Israel in Mumbai, Kobbi
Shoshani, emphasising international collaboration, and hosted a rich programme of screenings and
discussions featuring films from countries including Japan, Ukraine, Israel, Italy, and more. The festival drew
over 179 entries from more than 20 countries, and also honoured a range of literary contributions from
fiction and non-fiction to regional storytelling, reflecting the festival’s focus on diversity, cross-cultural
dialogue, and the power of narrative across media
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MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS - 2024
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